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USPTO taking next step in transi�on to DOCX

Non-DOCX filing fee to take effect in January

As a part of our con�nuous efforts to modernize our patent applica�on systems to improve user
experience, provide applicants a more streamlined process, promote harmony across patent
systems globally, and strengthen our ability to examine applica�ons quickly and effec�vely, the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is taking the next step in its transi�on to DOCX
format for the filing of patent applica�on-related documents in Patent Center. Patent Center
makes it easy for all users to file the specifica�on, claims, abstract, and drawings in DOCX format
and provides pre-prosecu�on checks that improve the robustness and reliability of patents.

Since we began accep�ng filings in DOCX, we have worked carefully and though�ully with
stakeholders to shape the transi�on and its �ming. As previously noted, we will con�nue to allow
filings in non-DOCX filing formats for new, non-provisional u�lity patent applica�ons un�l January
17, 2024. A�er January 17, those filing new, non-provisional u�lity patent applica�ons with
specifica�on, claims, and abstract in non-DOCX filing formats will incur a surcharge. The op�on for
applicants to provide a backup PDF, or auxiliary PDF, version of their applica�on with their DOCX
version remains available. There are no fees associated with providing the backup PDF. 

We are commi�ed to ensuring a successful and smooth transi�on to the DOCX format for our
patent applicants, and invite you to u�lize the FAQs and other resources on the DOCX informa�on
page on the USPTO website. Addi�onally, we have a video explaining “How to file your patent
applica�on documents in DOCX” available, as well as free upcoming training webinars.

For ques�ons or assistance regarding DOCX filing, please contact the Patent Electronic Business
Center at ebc@uspto.gov or 866-217-9197, Monday through Friday, 6 a.m. to midnight ET.
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